
St. Paul- Riverside 

8th Grade Summer Reading 

This summer all students will be required to read two books; one fiction and one non-fiction 

book is required. Below are books to choose from each category. You MUST choose from the 

list provided. You have three assignment options, complete one:  

1) A Setting Diorama- A shoe box diorama depicting the MAIN setting of the novel. 

It should contain the climate, important buildings, important people, etc. 

Any item that can tell the time and place of the story. 

A three to five sentence paragraph is to be included describing the setting. 

Take your time to cover any brand or other markings on the box- give your best effort. 

2) A Movie Poster- A poster sized picture inviting people to read the book! It must have 

the setting, protagonist, and conflict. It should also contain important quotes from the 

story to help “sell” it!  It must be well done (neatly with care to details) and contain a 

brief “review” of the story. 

3) A Movie type Trailer! Use your imagination to produce a 2-minute trailer advertising 

your book! It should include the setting, protagonist, conflict, and quotes from the 

story!  

The nonfiction assignment is to answer the following questions. Use complete sentences and 

RAP your answers: 

1) Subject: Who or what was the book about? Five to six complete sentences. (5pts) 

2) Timeline of events: List the events that took place in order that they occurred. (5 pts) 

3) Important Facts: What did the reader learn from this book? What surprised you when 

you read the book? (5pts) 

4) Review of the Book: Write a personal review of the book. How or why did it hold your 

interest? How did the author’s writing style effect what you thought of the book? 

Explain. Why would you recommend or not recommend the book? Be specific and use 

examples when needed. (10pts) 

Remember to use complete sentences and your best work is expected! 

 

 



Book Lists 

Fiction: Choose One 

The Amulet Samarkand: Jonathan Stroud (A Conley Favorite *Read the Footnotes!) 

The Book Thief: Markus Zusak 

Ender’s Game: Orson Scott Card 

To Kill a Mocking Bird: Harper Lee 

 

Nonfiction: Choose One 

Code Girls: Liza Mundy (About a secret group of women who served as code breakers during 

WWII) 

Longitude: Dava Sobel (The true story about a lone genius who solved the greatest scientific 

problem of his time) 

A Weird and Wild Beauty: The Story of Yellowstone, The World’s First National Park: Erin 

Peabody. (The story of the scientific exploration of Yellowstone. Thirty-two men on a summer 

adventure in 1872) 

Reading is fun!  Please enjoy the books you choose and be ready to share your 

experience with your class! 

 


